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FROM PASTORAL ADMINISTRATION 

G r e e t i n g s  F e l l o w  M i n i s t e r s :  

W e  c o n t i n u e  t o  have  v e r y  b e a u t i f u l  w e a t h e r  h e r e  i n  Pasadena  -- w i t h  
p l e n t y  of s u n s h i n e  and modera te  smog. W e  hope t h o s e  o f  you m i n i s t e r s  
l i v i n g  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  U.S. have  w e a t h e r e d  t h e  l o n g ,  b i t t e r  
w i n t e r .  I a m  s u r e  you look  f o r w a r d  t o  G o d ' s  b e a u t i f u l  s p r i n g t i m e  even  
m o r e  t h a n  w e  do h e r e  i n  sunny s o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a .  

M r .  R o d  M e r e d i t h  a s k e d  m e  t o  w r i t e  you s i n c e  h e  i s  now i n  N e w  York 
v i s i t i n g  w i t h  m i n i s t e r s  t h e r e ,  and  h e  p l a n s  t o  s p e a k  t o  t h e  c h u r c h e s  i n  
t h a t  area tomorrow, t h e  l a s t  day o f  Unleavened Bread. H e  w a s  i n  Cin- 
c i n n a t i  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  F e a s t .  

I have  spoken t o  M r .  Armstrong t w i c e  d u r i n g  t h e  Feast  v i a  t e l e p h o n e ,  
and h e  i s  w e l l ,  f i l l e d  w i t h  f a i t h  and ene rgy .  H e  c o n t i n u e s  bang ing  o u t  
a r t ic les  on h i s  t y p e w r i t e r ,  a c o n s t a n t  p roof  t h a t  God s t r e n g t h e n s  and 
i n s p i r e s  him. 

A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  I would l i k e  t o  c l ea r  up a m i s c o n c e p t i o n .  S o m e  
b r e t h r e n  ( a n d  even  a few m i n i s t e r s )  have  c l a i m e d  t h a t  M r .  Herbert W .  
Armstrong i s  c u t  o f f ,  i so l a t ed  from t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  h a v i n g  l i t t l e  or  no 
c o n t a c t  w i t h  them. T h i s  i s  s i m p l y  n o t  t r u e .  Each week M r .  Armstrong i s  
i n  c o n s t a n t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  numerous m i n i s t e r s .  

Mr. M e r e d i t h  u s u a l l y  c o n t a c t s  M r .  Armst rong  a t  l e a s t  t w o  o r  t h r e e  
t i m e s  a week. M r .  E l l i s  L a R a v i a ,  M r .  Rader, Dennis  Luker ,  Sherwin  
McMichael, myself  and  o t h e r s  a l s o  have r e g u l a r  c o n t a c t  w i t h  him. S i n c e  
a r r i v i n g  back i n  Pasadena  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 9 7 8 ,  I have  u s u a l l y  been  i n  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  M r .  Armstrong once  o r  t w i c e  a week e i t h e r  v:La t e l e p h o n e  o r  
d u r i n g  p e r s o n a l  v i s i t s  i n  h i s  home. B e s i d e s  t h i s ,  v a r i o u s  area c o o r d i -  
n a t o r s  c a l l  M r .  Herbert W .  Armstrong any t i m e  t h e y  f e e l  t h e r e  i s  a need  
t o  do so. 

So it i s  j u s t  n o t  t r u e  t h a t  M r .  Armstrong i s  i s o l a t e d  from God's 
m i n i s t r y !  I n  f a c t ,  h e  i n s i s t s  t h a t  w e  keep  him c o n s t a n t l y  in fo rmed  con- 
c e r n i n g  what  i s  g o i n g  on  i n  t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  t h e  col lege e tc .  

The hand o f  t h e  Receiver c o n t i n u e s  t o  be s t a y e d  -- pend ing  a d e c i s i o n  
from t h e  h i g h e r  c o u r t s  c o n c e r n i n g  o u r  case. I t  l o o k s  as though w e  w i l l  
b e  a b l e  t o  keep  t h e  Receiver from e v e r  p l a n t i n g  h i s  b o o t s  back on God's 
p r o p e r t y ;  remember, t h i s  i s  t h e  p r o p e r t y  of t h e  E t e r n a l  God. If  w e  
c o n t i n u e  t o  do o u r  p a r t  H e  w i l l  see t o  i t  t h a t  w e  win c o m p l e t e ,  u l t i m a t e  
v i c t o r y !  I n  t h e  meantime, w e  must keep  on o u r  k n e e s ,  c o n t i n u a l l y  p r a y i n g  
and  e v e n  f a s t i n g  f o r  God ' s  Work -- t h a t  H e  w i l l  b l e s s  i t  more t h a n  ever 
b e f o r e  as w e  remove t h e  " s p i r i t u a l  l e a v e n "  f r o m  God's Church. 

A t t endance  and o f f e r i n g s  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  h o l y  day  w e r e  v e r y  good.  
The o f f e r i n g s  on t h e  f i r s t  h o l y  day were, r e p o r t e d l y ,  up t o  p r o j e c t e d  
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l e v e l s  -- i n  s p i t e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  b r e t h r e n  had  been  a sked  t o  make 
c e r t a i n  f i n a n c i a l  s a c r i f i c e s  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of t h i s  y e a r  i n  o r d e r  
t o  t h w a r t  t h e  i l l e g a l  and ungodly a t t e m p t e d  t a k e o v e r  o f  t h e  v e r y  Work 
of t h e  L i v i n g  God! 

I would l i k e  t o  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s a y  something which I fee l  
i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  a l l  of G o d ' s  m i n i s t e r s  wor ldwide .  How many of you minis -  
ters have r e a l l y  u n d e r s t o o d  what  S a t a n  i s  do ing  -- o r  t r y i n g  t o  do -- i n  
h i s  a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t  t h i s  Work? 

I a m  q u i t e  aware of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  of t h e  WCG h a v e ,  i n  
t h e  main,  per formed v e r y  w e l l  d u r i n g  t h e  numerous crises which t h i s  Work 
h a s  gone th rough .  Most o f  you ,  l i k e  good s o l d i e r s  of J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  have  
stood t h e r e ,  rock  s o l i d ,  as God's Church and H i s  Work have  r e p e a t e d l y  
been a t t a c k e d .  You have  been  unmovable. 

M r .  Herbert W. Armstrong and  a l l  of u s  m i n i s t e r s  h e r e  a t  Pasadena  have  
rejoiced t o  see t h e  l o y a l t y  and s t e d f a s t n e s s  which  t h e  vas t  m a j o r i t y  of 
you m i n i s t e r s  have  e x h i b i t e d .  Thanks t o  God f o r  t h a t  d e d i c a t e d  s u p p o r t  
of l o y a l t y  t o  H i m ,  t o  Jesus C h r i s t ,  and t o  God's chosen  a p o s t l e  -- t he  
one  th rough  whom C h r i s t  r a i s e d  up, and c o n t i n u e s  t o  d i r e c t ,  t h i s  mighty 
Work. 

But w e  a l l  need  t o  g u a r d  a g a i n s t  t h e  t endency  t o  f o r g e t  t h a t  God h a s  
c a l l e d  each  and e v e r y  o n e  o f  u s  i n  h i s  m i n i s t r y  t o  a v e r y  h i g h  c a l l i n g .  
I n  f a c t ,  I know of no  c a l l i n g  so  h i g h  and  so n o b l e  as t h a t  of b e i n g  c o u n t e d  
worthy of b e i n g  p u t  i n t o  C h r i s t ' s  m i n i s t r y .  L e t  u s  c o n s i d e r  Paul's admo- 
n i t i o n  t o  a young man, Timothy, whom h e  had  o r d a i n e d  i n t o  t h e  m i n i s t r y  of 
J e s u s  C h r i s t :  

"I c h a r g e  t h e e  ... P r e a c h  t h e  word: be i n s t a n t  i n  s e a s o n ,  o u t  of s e a s o n . . .  
For t h e  t i m e  w i l l  come when t h e y  w i l l  n o t  e n d u r e  sound d o c t r i n e :  b u t  
a f t e r  t h e i r  own l u s t s  s h a l l  t h e y  heap  t o  themse lves  t e a c h e r s ,  h a v i n g  i t c h -  
i n g  ears . .  . . B u t  watch t h o u  i n  a l l  t h i n g s ,  e n d u r e  a f f l i c t i o n s ,  do t h e  work 
-- of a n  e v a n g e l i s t  (o r  t h a t  of a p a s t o r ,  e lder  o r  d e a c o n ) ,  MAKE FULL PROOF 
OF THY M I N I S T R Y "  ( I1  T i m .  4:l-5). 

--- 

All of us  m i n i s t e r s  need  t o  keep  o u r  minds on t h e  v e r y  h i g h  c a l l i n g  
which God h a s  g r a n t e d  u s .  W e  s h o u l d  n e v e r  look back  -- n e v e r  s e e k  t o  go 
back i n t o  t h e  wor ld .  

-- 

N o t i c e  what  C h r i s t  t h i n k s  of any man c a l l e d  i n t o  h i s  m i n i s t r y  who 
b e g i n s  t o  look  back -- who t r i e s  t o  ge t  o u t  of f u l f i l l i n g  h i s  h i g h  c a l l i n g .  
"And H e  ( J e s u s )  s a i d  u n t o  a n o t h e r ,  Follow m e .  But  h e  s a i d ,  Lord ,  s u f f e r  
m e  f i r s t  t o  go and  bu ry  my f a t h e r .  J e s u s  s a i d  u n t o  him, L e t  t h e  dead  b u r y  
t h e i r  dead: b u t  go t h o u  a n d  p r e a c h  t h e  kingdom of God. And a n o t h e r  a l s o  
s a i d ,  Lord ,  I w i l l  f o l l o w  t h e e ;  b u t  l e t  m e  f i r s t  go b i d  them f a r e w e l l ,  
which are  a t  home a t  my house .  And J e s u s  s a i d  u n t o  him,  N o  man, h a v i n g  
p u t  h i s  hand t o  t h e  p lough ,  and l o o k i n g  back ,  i s  f i t  f o r  t h e  kingdom of 
God" ( L u k e  9 :  5 9 - 6 2 ) .  

I f  a man comes t o  see t h a t  h e  is  a c t u a l l y  a " s q u a r e  peg  i n  a round 
h o l e , "  t h e n  h e  c a n  have  God's b l e s s i n g  i f  he leaves t h e  m i n i s t r y .  H e  
s h o u l d  n e v e r  have  been i n  t h e  m i n i s t r y  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e .  But  i f  God h a s  
t r u l y  c a l l e d  one  i n t o  t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  t h e n  he s h o u l d  f a i t h f u l l y ,  d i l i g e n t l y  
c a r r y  o u t  t h a t  c a l l i n g  -- w i t h o u t  e v e r  l o o k i n g  back! R e m e m b e r ,  how Jonah  
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t r i e d  t o  run away from t h e  m i n i s t r y  t o  which G o d  had ca l led  him. 

Notice t h e  a p o s t l e  P e t e r ' s  a d m o n i t i m :  "AS e v e r y  man h a t h  r e c e i v e d  
the g i f t , ,  even  so m i n i s t e r  t h e  same one  t o  a n o t h e r ,  as good s t e w a r d s  of 
t h e  m a n i f o l d  grace of God. I f  any man s p e a k ,  let  him speak  as t h e  oracles  
(words)  o f  God; i f  any man m i n i s t e r ,  l e t  him do i t  as  of t h e  a b i l i t y  which 
God g i v e t h :  t h a t  God i n  a l l  t h i n g s  may be g l o r i f i e d  t h r o u g h  J e s u s  C h r i s t  
. . . I 1  ( I  P e t .  4:10, 11). 

Also, d o n ' t  f o r g e t  t h e  words o f  t h i s  same a p o s t l e ,  as  h e  e x h o r t e d  t h e  
e l d e r s  of  God ' s  church  t o ,  "Feed t h e  f l o c k  o f  God which i s  among you,  
t a k i n g  t h e  o v e r s i g h t  t h e r e o f ,  n o t  by c o n s t r a i n t ,  b u t  w i l l i n g l y ;  n o t  f o r  
f i l t h y  l u c r e ,  b u t  of a r eady  mind: N e i t h e r  as b e i n g  l o r d s  o v e r  God's  
h e r i t a g e ,  b u t  b e i n g  ensamples  t o  t h e  f l o c k .  And when t h e  c h i e f  Shepherd  
s h a l l  a p p e a r ,  y e  s h a l l  r e c e i v e  a crown of  g l o r y  t h a t  f a d e t h  n o t  away" 
( I  P e t .  5 : 2 - 4 ) .  

What s h o u l d  be t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  a l l  of u s  m i n i s t e r s  t oward  t h e  v e r y  big) 
c a l l i n g  G o d  h a s  g i v e n  u s  by p u t t i n g  us  i n t o  h i s  m i n i s t r y ?  

W e  o u g h t  t o  s e e k ,  b o t h  by example and  by t e a c h i n g ,  t o  f u l f i l l  t h a t  
c a l l i n g  t o  t h e  v e r y  b e s t  of o u r  a b i l i t y .  Noth ing  s h o u l d  t u r n  o u r  h e a d s  
away from t h a t  h i g h  c a l l i n g  -- n e i t h e r  money, p e r s e c u t i o n ,  n o r  a n y t h i n g  
else. 

Once w e  have been h i g h l y  f a v o r e d  of God by b e i n g  c a l l e d  i n t o  H i s  
m i n i s t r y ,  w e  o u g h t  t o  s t r a i n  e v e r y  m u s c l e  and e v e r y  b r a i n  cell  to make 
s u r e  t h a t  w e  f a i t h f u l l y  f u l f i l l  t h a t  m i n i s t r y  -- n e v e r  l o o k i n q  back o v e r  
o u r  s h o u l d e r s  f o r  any r e a s o n  wha t soeve r .  

May God e n a b l e  e a c h  and e v e r y  one  of  u s  t o  f a i t h f u l l y  p e r f o r m  t h a t  
m i n i s t r y  t h a t  h e  h a s  commit ted u n t o  o u r  t r u s t .  Then we s h a l l  r e c e i v e  ' 'a 
crown of  g l o r y "  f r o m  t h e  Chief  Shepherd  a t  H i s  Second Coming! 

S i n c e r e l y ,  n i n  C h r i s t ' s  S e r v i c e ,  

Raymond F.  M c N a i r  

SECOND PASSOVER DATE 

For t h o s e  who w i l l  need  t o  h o l d  s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  second  P a s s o v e r  i n  your  
l oca l  areas,  t h e  t i m e  f o r  t h e  o b s e r v a n c e  t h i s  y e a r  i s  Thursday  even ing  
Yay 1 0 t h .  

--Mini s t e  r i  a1  S e r v i c e s  

DONATION CLARIFICATION 

A number of  q u e s t i o n s  have  been  a s k e d  c o n c e r n i n g  " H e r b e r t  W. Armstrong" 
and "Worldwide Church o f  G o d "  d o n a t i o n  and r e c e i p t s .  W e  would l i k e  t o  
c l a r i f y  t h e  m a t t e r  f o r  eve ryone .  You may want t o  s h a r e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  your  c o n g r e g a t i o n s :  

.___ 
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1. 

2. 

3 .  

4 .  

Checks made o u t  t o  "Worldwide Ch.urch o f  God" 

A s  you know, M r .  Armstrong h a s  a s k e d  t h a t  a l l  d o n a t i o n s  
t o  t h e  Work be made p a y a b l e  t o  " H e r b e r t  W. Armstrong" 
and s e n t  t o  Tucson f o r  p r o c e s s i n g .  However, some are 
s t i l l  making t h e i r  checks  o u t  t o  "Worldwide Church of God" 
and s e n d i n g  them t o  Tucson. These  "WCG" checks  c a n n o t  be 
d e p o s i t e d  i n  Tucson and are fo rwarded  t o  Pasadena  f o r  
p r o c e s s i n g .  Any checks  of t h i s  t y p e  w i l l  be acknowledged 
on "Worldwide Church o f  God" r e c e i p t s .  

Checks made o u t  t o  " H e r b e r t  W. Armstrona" 

A l l  checks  s h o u l d  be made p a y a b l e  t o  "Herbert  W. Armstrong" 
and m a i l e d  t o  Tucson. However, i n  March when t h e  c r i t i c a l  
need  arose t o  ra i se  $ 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  a bond t o  s t a y  t h e  
r e c e i v e r s h i p ,  a l l  checks  -- w h e t h e r  made t o  HWA or  t h e  WCG 
-- w e r e  k e p t  i n  Pasadena .  (Both HWA and WCG checks c a n  be 
d e p o s i t e d  i n  P a s a d e n a ,  b u t  o n l y  HWA checks  c a n  be d e p o s i t e d  
- i n  T u c s o n ) .  The " S p e c i a l  O f f e r i n g "  d o n a t i o n  which a p p e a r s  
on Worldwide Church of God r e c e i p t s  d a t e d  March 1979 r e f e r s  
t o  t h i s  o f f e r i n g  f o r  t h e  Bond. 

- -- 

NOTE: Some loca l  c h u r c h e s  t u r n e d  i n  one  l a r g e  check 
f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  c o n g r e g a t i o n .  R e c e i p t s  t o  i n d i -  
v i d u a l  c o n t r i b u t o r s  i n  t h e s e  s i t u a t i o n s  may be 
d e l a y e d  u n t i l  d o n a t i o n s  are c l a r i f i e d .  

S e p a r a t e  Accounts  

W e  must keep  s e p a r a t e  a c c o u n t i n g s  f o r  t h e  WCG Pasadena  and  
HWA Tucson c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  S e p a r a t e  HWA Tucson r e c e i p t s  
w i l l  b e  s e n t  t o  eve ryone  who s e n d s  money t h e r e .  The 
" y e a r - t o - d a t e "  t o t a l s  on HWA Tucson r e c e i p t s  w i l l  NOT 
l i s t  any c o n t r i b u t i o n s  r e c e i p t e d  by  t h e  WCG. 

Delays  I n  R e c e i v i n q  R e c e i p t s  

Some m e m b e r s  have  e x p r e s s e d  conce rn  over n o t  r e c e i v i n g  r e c e i p t s  
f o r  t i t h e s  and  o f f e r i n g s  t h e y  have  s e n t  s i n c e  ear l ie r  t h i s  
y e a r .  A l l  "Worldwide Church of G o d "  c h e c k s  have c o n t i n u e d  t o  
be r e c e i p t e d  on  a month1.y bas i s ,  However, b e c a u s e  of t h e  
i n c r e a s e d  work load ,  many " H e r b e r t  W. Armstrong" c h e c k s  s e n t  
t o  Tucson are  mere ly  l a t e  i n  b e i n g  acknowledged. W e  a p p r e c i a t e  
e v e r y o n e ' s  p a t i e n c e  and  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  

W e  hope t h e  above  p o i n t s  w i l l  h e l p  t o  c l a r i f y  any m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  t h a t  
have a r i s e n  i n  t h e  area of d o n a t i o n s  and r e c e i p t s .  

- -Richard R i c e ,  M a i l  P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  

P U B L I S H I N G  SERVICES UPDATE 

Some r e p o r t s  are b e g i n n i n g  t o  come i n  t h a t  o u r  new 16-page Newsstand 
P l a i n  T r u t h  i s  b e i n g  p i c k e d  .up by t h e  p u b l i c .  W e  are a l r e a d y  g e t t i n g  
r e q u e s t s  for f u l l  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  as a r e s u l t  of t h i s  much less e x p e n s i v e  
magazine.  All t h i s  i s  v e r y , e n c o u r a g i n g  f o r  u s  h e r e  i n  P u b l i s h i n g .  W e  
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have  h a d  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  t a k i n g  t h e  c o n c e p t  f r o m  t he  f i r s t  glimmer o f  
an  i d e a  t h r o u g h  p r o p o s a l  t o  M r .  Herbert  A r m s t r o n g ,  t h e n  t h r o u g h  d e s i g n  
t o  t h e  p r i n t e d  m a g a z i n e ,  a n d  o n  t o  t h e  n e w s s t a n d s .  F7e are  now w a i t i n g  
f o r  f u r t h e r  r e s u l t s  so we c a n  e v a l u a t e  o u r  p e r f o r m a n c e  a n d  a n y  c h a n g e s  w e  
may n e e d  t o  make. 

--Roger L i p p r o s s ,  D i rec to r  of P u b l i s h i n g  

STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL AMENDS O X I G I N A L  COMPLAINT 

The A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  h a s  amended h i s  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  C h u r c h ,  C o l l e g e  
a n d  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n  a n d  t h e i r  o f f i c i a l s .  H e  h a s  done t h i s  by  f i l i n g  an  
"amended c o m p l a i n t "  i n  c o u r t .  ( A  c o m p l a i n t  i s  t h e  v e h i c l e  b y  wh ich  t h e  
c h a r g e s  i n  a l a w s u i t  a re  p r e s e n t e d . )  

A t t o r n e y s  f o r  t h e  Church  do  n o t  f e e l  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  amended 
c o m p l a i n t  s u p e r c e d e s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  one  b e c a u s e  it w a s  done  w i t h o u t  c o u r t  
p e r m i s s i o n .  I n  any  case, t h e  amended c o m p l a i n t  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a r e h a s h  
of t h e  f i r s t  o n e .  Though some of t h e  m o s t  o u t r a g e o u s  c h a r g e s  a re  d r o p p e d ,  
s i m i l a r l y  r e p u l s i v e  c h a r g e s  a r e  made i n  t h e i r  s tead .  

R e c e n t l y  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  f o u g h t  a mot ion  Church  a t t o r n e y s  made before  
t h e  c o u r t  a s k i n g  t h a t  t h e  s ta te  b r i n g  f o r t h  any  documents  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  
t h e i r  w i l d  a l l e g a t i o n s .  The  Church  i s  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  
wen t  a h e a d  a n d  amended - a l l  c o u n t s  i n  t h e  c o m p l a i n t  b e c a u s e  h e ,  i n  f a c t ,  
h a s  n o  e v i d e n c e  o f  wrongdo ing  upon which  t o  b a s e  h i s  case, a n d  i s  m e r e l y  
" b u y i n g  t i n e "  w i t h  which  t o  h a r r a s s  God ' s  Church .  

TAXPA-YERS' LAWSUIT LOSES ROUND I N  L . A .  SUPERIOR COURT 

On Tuesday ,  A p r i l  1 0 ,  L o s  A n g e l e s  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  J u d g e  Vernon F o s t e r  d e a l t  
a s e t  back  t o  t h e  " t a x p a y e r s '  l a w s u i t "  f i l e d  by e l e v e n  t a x p a y e r s  ( a l l  
members o f  G o d ' s  Church i n  C a l i f o r n i a )  several  weeks ago .  The s u i t  con- 
t e s t e d  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i t y  o f  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  u s i n g  t a x  monies  t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a n d  h a r r a s s  t h e  Worldwide Church  of God u n d e r  s e c t i o n  9505 o f  
t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  C o r p o r a t i o n s  Code. The A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  r e l ied  on  s e c t i o n  
9 5 0 5  a s  h i s  s o l e  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  h i s  l a w s u i t  ( S t a t e  v s .  Worldwide Church  
o f  God) wh ich  i n c l u d e d  t h e  demand f o r  a f r e e - w h e e l i n g  s e a r c h  o f  any a n d  
all r e c o r d s  of God ' s  Church .  

S e c t i o n  9 5 0 5  a p p l i e s  t o  c h a r i t a b l e  t r u s t s ,  b u t  d o e s  n o t  m e n t i o n  c h u r c h e s .  
The A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  c h u r c h e s  are  " c h a r i t a b l e  t r u s t s ,  It b u t  
i t  i s  t h e  c o n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  t a x p a y e r s '  l a w s u i t  t h a t  I F  9505 i s  a p p l i e d  
so  as t o  i n c l u d e  c h u r c h e s ,  t h e  s e c t i o n  i s  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a n d  i n  v i o l a t i o n  

__. 

o f  t h e  f i r s t  amendment. 

God's  Church ,  as  are  many o t h e r  c h u r c h e s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  i s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  
as  a " n o n - p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n "  i n  o r d e r  t o  c a r r y  o n  i t s  b u s i n e s s  a f f a i r s  
and  t o  e n j o y  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  tax-exempt  s t a t u s  of a c h u r c h .  I t  h a s  
a lways  c o m p l i e d  w i t h  t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  n o n - p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n  l a w s  of C a l i f -  
o r n i a .  The t a x p a y e r ' s  a t t o r n e y  p o i n t e d  o u t  t o  t h e  c o u r t  t h a t  p r o f i t -  
making c o r p o r a t i o n s  -- and  c h u r c h e s  t h a t  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  -- 
do n o t  e x p e r i e n c e  s u c h  e x c e s s i v e  s c r u t i n y ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no r e a s o n  
t o  assume t h a t  i n c o r p o r a t e d  c h u r c h e s  n e e d  more w a t c h i n g  t h a n  o t h e r  e n t i t i e s .  

The a t t o r n e y  f o r  t h e  t a x p a y e r s  c a l l e d  t h e  coc r t ' s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  U.S. 
Supreme C o u r t  d e c i s i o n  r e g a r d i n g  Lemon v s .  Kurs tman.  I n  t h i s  1 9 7 1  case 
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a p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l  welcomed t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  s t a t e  a id .  The church-  
r e l a t e d  s c h o o l  was w i l l i n g  t o  meet t h e  s t a t e ' s  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  r e c e i v i n g  
t h e  much needed  funds  which w a s  a s u b j e c t - t o - a u d i t  - r u l e .  
church  s c h o o l  was w i l l i n g ,  t h e  Supreme C o u r t  s a i d ,  " N O ,  t h i s  a r r angemen t  
w i l l  mean e x c e s s i v e  e n t a n g l e m e n t  between government and r e l i g i o n .  The 
Supreme C o u r t  r u l e d  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  and t h a t  t he  s t a t e  
s h o u l d  n o t  b e  examining  t h e  p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l ' s  f i n a n c i a l  r e c o r d s  t o  
d e t e r m i n e  which e x p e n d i t u r e s  w e r e  r e l i g i o u s  and which were s e c u l a r .  

Even though t h e  

The judge  a s k e d  i f  t h e  m e m b e r s  b r i n g i n g  t h i s  l a w s u i t  w e r e  r e a l l y  t r y i n g  
t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  Church. The a t t o r n e y  r e p l i e d ,  " Y e s ,  - and t h e m s e l v e s .  I' 
Members have  r i g h t s  o f  p r i v a c y  t o  p r o t e c t .  F o r  example,  t h e r e  would be 
no p r i v a c y  p r o t e c t i o n  of  t h e i r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  t h e  Church c o n c e r n i n g  
s p i r i t u a l  matters i f  t h e y  w e r e  exposed  t o  t h e  s t a t e ' s  e x a m i n a t i o n  and  
c o n f i s c a t i o n  o f  a n y t h i n g  t h e y  wanted.  

Judge  F o s t e r  d e n i e d  t h e  t a x p a y e r ' s  r e q u e s t  f o r  a p r e l i m i n a r y  i n j u n c t i o n ,  
i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  want  t o  i n t e r f e r e  i n  c o u r t  p r o c e e d i n g s  of 
a n o t h e r  depa r tmen t .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  Church had  n o t  s t r e s s e d  t h i s  ma t t e r  
i n  i t s  own p r o c e e d i n g s  t h u s  f a r  and i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i s  where h e  would l i k e  
t o  see it  a d d r e s s e d .  I t  i s  y e t  t o  be  d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e  t a x p a y e r ' s  a t t o r n e y  
j u s t  what f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  c a n  and  s h o u l d  b e  t a k e n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  
s u i t .  

ANOTHER CHURCH R A I D E D  I N  CALIFORNIA 

Another  church  i n  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  w a s  r a i d e d  by t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  
o f f i c e !  Thursday morning,  A p r i l  5 t h ,  a s e a r c h  w a r r a n t  w a s  s e r v e d  on 
Morningland Church o f  t h e  Ascended C h r i s t  i n  Long Beach. S t a t e  a g e n t s ,  
accompanied by 1 4  un i formed Long Beach p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s ,  e n t e r e d  t h e  church  
and began g o i n g  t h r o u g h  i t s  f i n a n c i a l  r e c o r d s ,  s e i z i n g  any and  a l l  t h a t  
t h e y  chose .  The o r i g i n a l  a l l e g a t i o n  by t h e  S t a t e  w a s  t h a t  t h e  Church had  
made an " i l l e g a l  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n , "  and so t h e y  w e r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  
t h e  e v i d e n c e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  c l a i m .  

Meanwhile, t h e  s a m e  day across town,  o t h e r  s t a t e  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  l i t e r a l l y  
r a n s a c k e d  t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  t h e  a t t o r n e y  who r e p r e s e n t e d  t h i s  c h u r c h ,  
as w e l l  a s  a n o t h e r  church  ( F a i t h  C e n t e r  which operates c h a n n e l  3 0 ) .  The 
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  had  been  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  F a i t h  C e n t e r  b e f o r e  h e  descended  
on The Worldwide Church,  b u t  had been  t h w a r t e d  by a " N O ,  n o ,  w e  w o n ' t  
show" r e s i s t a n c e  t o  h i s  o f f i c e  I s  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  g e s t a p o - t y p e  a t t e m p t  
t o  r e v i e w  t h e i r  r e c o r d s .  

I n  t h e  r a i d e d  a t t o r n e y ' s  o f f i c e s  w e r e  t h e  p r i v a t e  f i l e s  o f  over o n e  
thousand  c l i e n t s .  Because t h e  a t t o r n e y  made a q u i c k  c a l l  and  g o t  camera 
and s o m d  c r e w s  o v e r  t o  h i s  o f f i c e s ,  h e  h a s  over seven  h o u r s  wor th  of 
documented p r o o f  showing t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  men o p e n i n g ,  and  even  
i n  some cases t a k i n g ,  p a p e r s  from t h e  f i l e s  o f  s o m e  of t h e s e  c l i e n t s  
whose cases are  o u t s i d e  t h e  s t a t e d  p u r p o s e  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  T h i s  
c l e a r l y  v i o l a t e d  a t t o r n e y - c l i e n t  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y ,  as w e l l  as t h e  r i g h t s  
t o  p r i v a c y  o f  o v e r  1 0 0 0  h e r e t o f o r e  un invo lved  c i t i z e n s  of C a l i f o r n i a  -- 
and by t h e  h i g h e s t  l a w  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  s ta te!  

A f t e r  t h e  r a i d s  a spokesman f o r  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  George Deukmejian s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  s e a r c h e s  o f  t h e  l a w  o f f i c e s  w e r e  b e i n g  c o n d u c t e d  i n  t h e  i n v e s -  
t i g a t i o n  o f  a c h u r c h .  "We're examining  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  r e c o r d s  of Morning- 
l a n d  /Morningland Church o f  t h e  Ascended C h r i s t 7  and  I ' v e  been t o l d , "  
he  saTd,  " w e ' r e  a l o n g  way from f i l i n g  charges," Obv ious ly  t h e y  w e r e  on 
a " f i s h i n g  e x p e d i t i o n "  unde r  t h e  color  o f  s t a t e  a u t h o r i t y .  
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Could it be  t h a t  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ’ s  o f f i c e  i s  now i n  so deep  t h a t  
t h e y  are  g o i n g  t o  c o n t i n u e  r a i d i n g  what some c o n s i d e r  out-of- the-main-  
stream churches  i n  t h e  hopes they  w i l l  f i n d  someth ing  somewhere t o  j u s t i f y  
t h e i r  o u t r a g e o u s  a c t i o n s ?  

Church asks stay of receivership 
pndi.ng revpew 
SAN FRANCISCO ( A P  - The 

Worldwide Church of God asked 
the California Supreme Court 
Thursday for an immediate stay 
of financial receivership proceed- 
ings until the US. Supreme Court 
acts on its request for a review of 
the matter. 

The state tribunaI on March 22 
denied a request to overturn Los 
Angeles Superior Court orders on 
Jan. 19 appointing a receiver to 
manage the church’s finances 
and on March 12 reimposing 
receivership without notice, 
hearing or evidence. 

The Pasadena-based church 

said it IS going to the U.S. SIP 
preme Court “to protect and 
establ ish F i r s t  Amendment 
rights violated by the Jan. 19 and 
March 12 orders.’’ 

The church also claimed the 
lawsuit and receivership was 

continuing financial inju- 
ry to e church in excess of SS 
miltion a year. 

The Attorney General’s office, 
acting on behalf of complaints 
that funds were allegedly being 
qiphoned from the church, filed 
suit Jan. 2 asking for an account- 
ing from church officials, re- 
placement of directors, appoint- 

ment of a receiver and an injunc- 
tinn against individual defen. 
dants. 

The church said the first re- 
ceiver asked for fees and costs of 
$235,000 “every penny of which 
was incurred for ‘services’ in- 
flict‘ on the church against its 
will and to its injury.” 

These “services,” it alleged, 
included storming the premises 
Jan. 3, confiscating and removing 
thousands of documents without 
inventory and destroying the 
churcb.“~ pmwbusly excellent 
f-ial standi@. 

( E d i t o r ’ s  Note:  The above AP news release a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  Pasadena  
Star-News on F r i d a y ,  A p r i l  1 3 . )  


